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It is with great expectations that we welcome you and your child to another great school
year at Independence Elementary.

The mission statement of Rock Hill School District Three states, “Working together with the
students, home, and community, the Rock Hill School District will ensure that all students
have the skills, knowledge, and desire to become lifelong learners and succeed in a
changing world. RHSD believes:
❖ All individuals have intrinsic worth.
❖ All individuals can learn.
❖ Learning depends upon basic needs (physical and emotional) being met.
❖ Reading is the foundation for unlimited learning.
❖ An environment where taking risks is encouraged promotes learning.
❖ Understanding diversity enriches learning.
❖ Adults can enable students to fulfill their potential by developing positive relationships with

them.
❖ The community is responsible for working interdependently to ensure the welfare of students.
❖ School will promote lifelong learning.

The mission statement of Independence Elementary states, “Independence Elementary believes that
nothing is more important than children. We are continually committed to the social, emotional, and
academic development of every child. Our school is a safe, challenging, caring, and supportive
environment where teachers, parents, students, and community members work together to ensure all
Independence students have a solid foundation for life. We strive to make the learning experiences
at Independence fun and engaging while holding everyone accountable for reaching his or her
highest potential”.

Vision: Independence students possess a solid foundation for the next steps in their journey through
life.

Motto: Enter to Learn. Depart to Lead.

The 2024-2025 school year is going to be the best one yet!

Independence Elementary Administrative Team,
Dr. Kimberly Odom, Principal & Emily Hyatt, Assistant Principal



ARRIVAL
Students are expected to arrive on time and be ready to learn. All students should be in their seats by
7:45 AM. If your child eats breakfast at school, he/she must arrive in time to eat and be in class by
7:45 AM. Breakfast will not be served after 7:35 AM. Students are tardy at 7:45 AM. All tardy students
must be signed in by an adult. Habitual tardiness will result in meeting with the attendance clerk and
administrators. Excessive tardies (10 and over) will be referred to the District Attendance O�ce and
could subsequently be turned in to Family Court. Morning arrival: You may walk your 1st- 5thgrade
child(ren) to class on the first day of school. After the first week of school, we will have our annual
Independence Day for Kindergarteners. Your child will be expected to walk to class independently
from this day forward.

AFTERNOON DEPARTURE
All students are expected to move in an orderly fashion to their respective areas for dismissal.
In compliance with district regulations, no early dismissals are allowed after 1:45 PM.

All car riders are dismissed from the cafeteria. For safety reasons, no parent is allowed to come into
the building to pick children up at dismissal. No child will be allowed to change the way he/she is
dismissed unless a handwritten note is sent to school or a phone call to the front o�ce where identity
will be verified. For safety reasons, no email or Dojo messages will be accepted.

All bus riders are dismissed from the bus lot. No child may change buses without approval from the
District Transportation O�ce.

Afterschool Daycare: If your child goes to daycare, in the event that he/she gets sick, absent or is
dismissed early, please contact the daycare and inform them that they will not be attending that day.

We do recognize that emergencies arise and call for a parent to change transportation plans for their
child after they have been dropped o�. In the event of such an occurrence, we require that you call
the main o�ce by noon on that day and inform a member of the o�ce sta� of the change. You can
only make transportation changes for your child. Under no circumstances are parents allowed to
change transportation plans for another student. These procedures are in place to ensure the safety
of all students. We appreciate everyone’s cooperation.

It is our goal to maximize instruction for all students; therefore, we ask that you avoid picking your
child up after 2:00 PM. This poses an interruption to the instructional day which ends at 2:10 PM.

ATTENDANCE
No single factor may interfere with a student’s progress more quickly than frequent absences.
Parents and students are encouraged to place regular school attendance as a top priority item
during this school year. Every day is important. If it is necessary for a student to be absent, the
following should be done:

1. If possible, notify the school before the absence;
2. Upon returning to school, send a note signed by a parent/guardian and/or doctor’s note

stating the exact reason for the absence. Without this written note, absences are coded
unexcused; and,



3. Make up for all work missed during the absence. There are three codes for coding student
absences:

a. excused absences,
b. unexcused absences, and
c. (3) suspensions and/or expulsions.

Excused absences are the following: student illness or injury, quarantine, medical/dental
appointments, court or administrative appearance by the student, family deaths, religious
observance, and certain trips. Trips must be of educational value and the principal must approve the
absences in advance. Parents are encouraged to plan trips when school is not in session. Unexcused
absences are defined as any reason not covered under lawful. Strict consequences are enforced
when students miss an excessive amount of days without an excuse. Parents are asked to call the
school o�ce if their child has been absent for two or more days.

Perfect attendance is awarded to students with no absences. Students receiving the perfect
attendance award are allowed one early dismissal or tardy each nine-week period. Early dismissals
and tardies do a�ect student attendance report.

BREAKFAST
Breakfast is served in the cafeteria between 7:00 AM and 7:35 AM every morning. Children should go
from the cars or buses directly to the cafeteria before reporting to their classrooms.
Since so little time is allotted for eating breakfast, it is imperative that the students eat quickly, so
they can get to their classrooms by 7:40 AM. No breakfast will be served after 7:35 AM.

BUS TRANSPORTATION
Our intent is to o�er safe, reliable transportation at all times. Riding the bus is a privilege that can be
lost if safety rules are disregarded. The primary goal of the bus driver is to get students to school and
home safely. They should be treated with respect. Bus expectations are:
●Students are expected to stay in assigned seats.
●The bus aisle should remain clear and free of arms, legs, and book bags.
●Students who live outside of our attendance zone are not permitted to ride the bus.
●By state regulations, no student is allowed to get on or o� the bus anywhere other than their
assigned bus stop.

●Major and minor bus o�enses will result in write-ups and conferences with administration. Multiple
o�enses will result in parent conferences. Students who are habitually misbehaving and
disrespectful to the bus driver will lose bus privileges. Parents are responsible for transportation to
and from school if a student can no longer ride the bus.

●Issues with transportation should be reported to the Transportation Department and then to school
administration if necessary.

●Transportation changes regarding riding the bus or changing buses must be pre approved by the
Transportation Department.

●No child will be allowed to change the way he/she is dismissed unless a handwritten note is sent to
school or a phone call to the front o�ce where identity will be verified. For safety reasons, no emails
or Dojo messages will be accepted.

●All district bus questions can be sent to
BUSHELP@RHMAIL.ORG

mailto:BUSHELP@RHMAIL.ORG


CAR RIDERS
There is only one drop-o�/pick-up lane. Students are not allowed to cross the parking lot in front of
tra�c by themselves. It is imperative that cars making drop-o�/pick-ups remain in a single line by
the sidewalk. Please observe posted no parking signs during these times. We rely on parental
cooperation to ensure the safety of all students. Don’t forget to cross at the crosswalk and pull
forward.
Morning Arrival

● All students are to be dropped o� in the car line at the front of the school.
● Parents are asked to remain in line to drop o� students.
● Parents who wish to escort their child into the building may park in the school parking lot and
then walk across the crosswalk when instructed.

● Students must exit the car on the passenger side for safety purposes.
● Sta� members and student patrol members are available to assist with morning drop-o� from
7:00-7:40.

Afternoon Dismissal
● School is dismissed for car riders at 2:10 PM. Car riders must be picked up by 2:40 PM.
● The afternoon car rider line is in the front of the school.
● Parents of car riders must remain in their cars. Students will not be dismissed to parents waiting
outside the front doors.

● Please display the assigned decal for your child/children you are picking up in your car
windshield every day for the entire year so that sta� will know who you need.

● The driver should pull up as far as tra�c allows in the loading zone before the car is stopped to
let the child enter the car. Our sta� and student patrols will be able to load more children at one
time and keep tra�c moving in a safe and timely manner.

● For safety purposes, please have your child enter the car from the passenger side only.

BE GREAT (AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM)
Be Great is an after-school enrichment program, run by the Boys and Girls Club, for students in
Kindergarten through Fifth grade. It is our pleasure to o�er Be Great at all of our district’s elementary
schools. We look forward to our working partnership as your child enters Be Great. For more
information regarding Be Great please visit the website or call the front desk.

CAFETERIA
Our school district contracts with Sodexo Food Service to provide your child with breakfast and lunch.
Our cafeteria sta� provides balanced, nutritious meals that comply with State and Federal
regulations. Lunch schedules will be shared with parents during the first week of school and menus
can be found monthly online for your planning purposes. There is no cost for breakfast or lunch for
our students. Our cafeteria manager is Ms. Patricia Rose.

Online Lunch Menus

https://york.begreatacademy.com/Login.aspx
https://www.rock-hill.k12.sc.us/Page/6340


CHANGE OF STUDENT INFORMATION
The school o�ce must have the current information on
students at all times. Notify the school secretary or your child’s teacher when a change to an address,
phone number, or emergency number needs to be made. Proof of residency is required for an
address change.

DAILY SCHEDULE
7:00 Student arrival/Breakfast served
7:45 Tardy Bell
7:45 Instructional Day Begins
2:10 Dismissal begins

EARLY DISMISSAL
Any parent wishing to pick up a student early must first come by the o�ce to sign out the student. We
ask that you sign your child out prior to 1:40 PM. In order for a student to be picked up by someone
other than a parent, permission must be given by sending a note or making some other form of
identifiable contact with the o�ce sta�. Please do not be o�ended if you are requested to show
identification.

EARLY DISMISSALS DUE TO WEATHER
In the event that school closes during the day, buses will run. We will need on file emergency plans
for each child in the case of early dismissal for any reason. These dismissals are rare but may occur
with bad winter weather or major facility problems. Please listen to radio/television stations, the
RHSD3 app, Parent Link telephone calls for system-wide announcements. Please do not call the
school, as the phone lines will need to remain open for emergencies.

DRESS CODE
It is important that students wear appropriate, comfortable clothing to school. Parents will be called
to bring suitable clothing if students come to school dressed inappropriately. It is suggested that
sweaters or jackets be worn to accommodate the changes in temperature and the air conditioning.
Please follow these dress code guidelines:
●Messages and pictures on t-shirts must be suitable and age appropriate.
●Tank tops should be at least 3 fingers wide.
●No halter tops or low-cut tops.
●No bandanas
●No short shorts, short dresses, or short skirts. (A good rule to follow regarding shorts would be that
shorts should not be shorter than your child’s arm length when standing and their fingertips cannot
touch skin.)

●No pants below the hips. Belts are to be worn to keep pants at the hips.
●No pants with large holes or cut-outs.
●Leggings can be worn with dresses or skirts, but are not permitted to be worn with t-shirts.
●No flip flops, slides/soccer sandals or high heeled shoes as this is a safety concern. All shoes must
have a strap on the back. Rubber soled shoes are needed for physical education classes.

●Head coverings are not allowed except for religious reasons (scarves, stocking caps, hoods, hats,
ears, towels, sunglasses, bandanas, etc.) or for school spirit days (which will be made known to



families in advance).
●Shorts/skirts/dresses must be fingertip length without pulling and adjusting.
●Costumes and furry outfits, tails, footwear, ears, and any related accessories are not permitted on
campus.

EMERGENCY DRILLS/ALERTS
Our school has developed an emergency plan for a crisis which might occur during the school year.
This emergency plan is devoted to the welfare and safety of your child during school hours. The
Independence crisis management team reviews, updates, and trains the sta� to care for your child at
school. The school is one of the safest places students may be located during most crises or natural
disasters.

The number of drills required is listed below. Alerts are explained to students during the first week of
school. A plan is also in place in case of an emergency at the Catawba Nuclear Station. In the event
we experience persons entering the school, apprehending a school occupant and/or threatening
violence, we have in place an established lockdown crisis plan. We will secure the building by locking
all doors (classrooms, o�ces, cafeteria, gym and entrances). Then we will await assistance from the
police department and RHSD central o�ce sta�.

Fire drill/tornado drill plans are posted by each door in all classrooms. Each school is required to
have the following drills per year:

● 7-10 Fire Drills (one each month)
● 3 Lockdowns
● 1 Reverse Evacuation
● 1 Bomb Threat
● 2 Tornado/Severe Weather Drills
● 1 Shelter-in-Place
● 1 Earthquake

You will be notified of any crisis situations through our school district’s Parent Link communication
system. For this reason, do not telephone the school during an emergency. Telephone lines will need
to remain open for emergency communication. In the event of inclement weather, parents will be
informed through Parent Link phone calls and local TV and radio stations. The information will also
be posted on the Rock Hill School District website. It is critical that you provide the school with correct
home telephone numbers, work numbers, cell phone numbers, etc. Providing as many telephone
numbers as possible increases the chances of us being able to contact you in the event of an
emergency. We are confident that we are prepared to handle a variety of emergencies.

FIELD TRIPS
Field trips are valuable learning experiences. Teachers plan trips away from the building that directly
relate to concepts of the curriculum. Written parent permission must be received for a child to leave
the school campus. Costs are kept to a minimal amount; no student is penalized because of cost.
There are times when additional chaperones are needed. Grade levels/teachers will make parents
aware when chaperones are needed. All chaperones must be approved volunteers by the district.



GIFTED AND TALENTED
The Gifted and Talented students work closely with the school’s GT teacher. All students in second
grade will take the CogAt test which is used for identifying gifted and talented students. However,
screening is available throughout the year to all students in grades 2- 5. Second through fifth grade
students work on various curriculum areas and share their work with parents throughout the school
year.

HEALTH SERVICES
The health room provides emergency first aid and special services for students who become ill or are
involved in minor accidents. If a problem warrants medical attention, the parent is contacted
immediately. Students who have a temperature 100.0 degrees or above or vomiting must be picked
up from school. Current phone numbers to contact you or a responsible adult at all times are
essential. Once contacted, parents are encouraged to be prompt in picking up their sick child.
Parents are to make the school aware of any medical problems/conditions that warrant special care.
Do not send children to school if they have fever, nausea, or other symptoms of illness. The school
nurse oversees screening of children for certain problems, reports findings to parents, and monitors
our records.

HOMEWORK
Homework is an extension of classroom instruction and a valuable part of the learning process.
Parents are asked to work with the school to see that all assignments are completed. Reading is
expected to be part of every night’s assignment. Major projects and book reports are assigned over a
period of time, requiring students to plan ahead. Teachers who team together coordinate their
assignments. Questions regarding homework should be addressed promptly to the child’s teacher.

LOST AND FOUND
The Lost and Found area is located in the cafeteria. Items are held for at least one month and then
donated to a charity. To help minimize lost articles, students’ names should be placed on lunch boxes,
coats, and sweaters.

LUNCH
Students are expected to have good manners while eating lunch. While we want students to socialize
and enjoy their meal, we also want them to eat during the time they have in the cafeteria. Parents
who wish to send in treats for special occasions must check with the teacher first due to allergies.
Parents are asked to adhere to the district approved snack list. You may bring the treat in the morning
and leave it to the teacher’s discretion as to when to distribute them. For the safety of our students
with food allergies, please send in only store-bought items with the ingredients clearly labeled.
Please use this website for reference on school appropriate snacks: https://snacksafely.com. It is
updated monthly.



INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM
At Independence, students are taught the curriculum that is outlined for students by the state of
South Carolina. The Rock Hill School District and the state have also developed additional documents
that support the planning and delivering of instruction.

Teachers at Independence plan a yearlong course of study in Math, Science, Social Studies and
Literacy. The grade level teams work together to develop the plan which is constantly being revised
and improved, so that it meets the needs of our students. The state and RHSD provide teachers with
a number of assessment tools, which help teachers to determine exactly what children know and do
not know. The emphasis is on teaching the specified curriculum, but at the level that is appropriate
for the students.

While the academic program is our central focus, we address the total child’s needs through
enrichment and cultural arts activities. Our sta� includes certified teachers for physical education,
art, music, theater, media, and technology.

At Open House, your child’s teacher will provide you with an overview of the content covered at your
particular grade and your child’s daily and weekly schedule. We will share with you field trips,
contests, and special academic events in which you may be involved. The PTA supports our real-life,
problem- based units with cultural arts activities and field trip opportunities. We are proud of the
active learning environment at Independence. We thrive on relevant, purposeful lessons every day!

McKINNEY VENTO RIGHTS
The McKinney-Vento Act provides rights and services to children and youth experiencing
homelessness, which is defined as children who lack a fixed, regular or adequate nighttime
residence. School-age children may qualify for certain rights and protections under the federal
McKinney-Vento Act if your family lives in any of the following situations:

● a motel or campground due to the lack of an alternative adequate accommodations
● a car, park, abandoned building, or a bus or train station
● doubled-up with other people due to loss of housing or economic hardship
● a shelter

Please contact your child's school counselor for more information and to determine if you might
qualify.

MEDIA CENTER
Students visit the Media Center both with their class and independently. The Media Center is open
daily for students. Overdue fines are not charged but students are encouraged to return books
promptly and to take care of all materials. The Media Center sponsors two book fairs every year and
the profits are used to purchase library books and materials.



MEDICATION
When medication must be dispensed at school, a medical release form signed by the parent AND
physician is required to be on file in the nurse’s o�ce. Students are responsible for coming to the
nurse to receive the medication. All medicine is stored in a locked place and records are kept of all
medication that is administered. We dispense no medication without proper documentation. This
includes prescription medication and non-prescription medication (i.e.— inhalers, antibiotics,
creams, eye drops, cough syrup, Tylenol).

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT
Independence Elementary acknowledges parents as full partners, with teachers and sta�, in the
education of their children. Independence maintains an open, friendly environment and welcomes
parents to visit the school and their children’s classrooms. Our concept of Parents as Partners goes
far beyond the traditional understanding of parent involvement. An involved parent is one who is
involved in their child’s whole life and who has the opportunity to be active in nearly every aspect of
the school’s operation. Parents can support their child’s learning in a number of ways. We invite
parents to join us in this partnership, committing themselves in a variety of ways. In a proactive
measure to ensure the safety of students in Rock Hill Schools, a nation- wide o�ender check will be
conducted on each visitor by the district’s School Check-In System. Upon entering the school, all
visitors/volunteers will sign into the School Check-In System on the computer in the o�ce. A printed
visitor badge will serve as verification of approval to enter the building/event. You must
present a valid driver’s license or state issued identification to visit within the school.

PERSONAL BELONGINGS
Students are not to bring toys, stu�ed animals, electronic games/tablets, water guns, lip gloss, or
other personal items that may result in disruption to instruction at school. Students should not bring
large sums of money or other valuables to school. In the case of all of the above items, neither the
school nor the district will assume liability if these items are lost, stolen, or broken. If any student
brings a knife, fireworks, matches, or other dangerous items to school, he/she may be suspended or
expelled from school. Clothes, buttons, or magazines with obscene, suggestive, or inappropriate
messages are never to be brought to school and may lead to disciplinary action. Any items promoting
alcohol are also prohibited.
If your child must bring a cell phone to school, it is to remain in the child’s book bag, and o� for the
entirety of the school day. Again, the school does not assume responsibility if the cell phone is lost,
stolen, or broken.

PICTURES
The school o�ers individual student pictures twice a year during the fall and spring. Class pictures
are made during the spring picture dates. Flyers are sent home indicating the times, dates, and
costs. Checks are written directly to the photographer or can be paid online.

PERFORMANCES
Unless prior permission has been obtained from the principal, siblings from other grade levels will
remain in the learning environment. Out of respect for all participants and due to safety concerns, we
ask that you remain seated for the entire program. You may pick up your child in the designated area
at the end of the program. These guidelines will also be followed for Terrific Kid presentation.



PTA OPPORTUNITIES
Parents are partners in every aspect of the school program. Independence has an active PTA that
encourages all parents to join and participate in school events. The PTA sponsors a variety of
programs including field trips. The PTA also sponsors fundraising events that provide monies for
recess equipment, physical education equipment, and instructional materials for literacy and
mathematics. The PTA will have a PTA membership drive with the cost being $6 to join. Meetings will
be held and communicated to parents in advance.

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT COUNCIL
The School Leadership Team plays an active role in our school’s improvement process. Parents and
sta� members work together to encourage, support, and create opportunities for involvement from
parents and the community. This team facilitates the involvement of the school community in
designing and implementing the four-year School Improvement Plan.

SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS
School volunteers are a very important resource to our sta� in support of the instructional program.
You are required to register on the RHSD website to be a volunteer. Volunteers can provide support in
the following ways:

● Serve as a classroom helper
● Shelving books in the media center
● School Improvement Committee
● Reading with/to students
● Gardening/Landscaping
● Become an active PTA member

If you are interested in becoming a school volunteer, please fill out the application at http://www.rock
hill.k12.sc.us/community/volunteerapplication.aspx. You should receive an email within a week
stating your volunteer status and a card will arrive in the mail. Your interest and involvement are
always appreciated.

REPORT CARDS
Report cards will be sent home at the end of each nine-week grading period as shown on the school
calendar. Parents are asked to sign and send the report card envelope back to school. Toward the
latter part of the school year, teachers and/or parents will present recommendations for retention of
students to the administration. The administration will make the final decision relative to retention on
an individual basis and will always seek to do what is absolutely best for the student in question. If
your student is a candidate for retention meetings will be held with school sta� and parents.

REPORTING STUDENTS’ PROGRESS
Conferences for all students are scheduled at the end of the first quarter. Teachers or parents may
request a conference at other times throughout the year. Teachers also send home progress reports
between report cards or you can access them through Parent Portal. Check with your child’s teacher
to find out information about this schedule. Continuous conversations between the teacher and
parent should occur for students not performing on grade level. Please do not contact the
administrators concerning an academic situation until you have first talked with the teacher.’



SNACK LIST
Based upon USDA Nutrition Standards and School Board Policy ADF - District Wellness, the following
list of approved snacks are the only allowable snacks for classroom celebrations or parties. No
homemade goods are permitted. Snacks must be individually wrapped or in a purchased
container/package. Valentine’s Day parties are excluded from using the list. The list was compiled by
the district Health Advisory Committee using feedback from the School Improvement Councils (during
the 2017-18 school year), and parent survey responses from the spring of 2018. The snacks listed
meet SMART Snack guidelines recommended by USDA.

● Pretzels
● Cheddar crackers or graham crackers
● Sun chips or similar baked chips
● Frozen fruit bars (Ex. Whole Fruit, Outshine, Dole or store brand equivalent)
● Fresh fruit – Individual serving/wrapped or in purchased package container
● Fresh vegetables – Individual serving/wrapped or in purchased package container
● Low fat dips
● Fruit cups (Ex. In water, light syrup, or 100% juice) Yogurt
● Apple sauce cups
● Gelatin cups or pudding cups
● Fruit and veggie pouches
● Cheese sticks (Individually wrapped)
● Pepperoni or turkey pepperoni (In purchased package container or individual sticks)
● Water/Flavored Water

*This list does not address allergies. Please remember to always check specific allergies with your
classroom teacher for 48 hrs. prior to bringing food to the school. Accommodations will be made for
students with allergies.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Parents are encouraged to follow our social media accounts. Content is routinely uploaded that
contains important school news, school and student celebrations, performances, and live broadcasts
of school events. We currently have Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and a YouTube Channel. We also
encourage parents to visit our school webpage and to download the RHSD mobile app. Please
contact the o�ce if you have any questions regarding social media. IDES reserves the right to
remove any comment deemed inappropriate.

SPECIAL AREA CLASSES
At Independence Elementary School, students have instruction in a number of specialty areas: art,
music, physical education, spanish, theater, and media. The specialists in these content areas work
with the regular classroom teachers to plan instruction that supports and reinforces what is being
taught in the classroom. The special area teachers at Independence are a vital component of the
e�ort to provide a well-rounded academic experience.



STUDENT BEHAVIOR AND DISCIPLINE
Students and sta� at Independence believe every person should act in a way so that teachers can
teach, and students can learn. We expect everyone to work as a team to learn and solve problems in
peaceful ways. We believe students and sta� can be trusted and feel safe in our building.

At Independence Elementary School students will:
Be courteous toward and respectful of all students and adults in the building.
Respect school property and the property of other students.
Keep their hands, feet and objects to themselves.
Walk quietly in the hallways and follow the directions of adults at all times.
Use good manners in the cafeteria and follow all safety rules on the bus.
Respect school property and the property of other students.
Keep their hands, feet and objects to themselves.
Walk quietly in the hallways and follow the directions of adults at all times.
Use good manners in the cafeteria and follow all safety rules on the bus.
act in a way so that teachers can teach, and students can learn.

Once the classroom discipline plan has been exhausted, school-wide discipline referrals will be
used.

●Minor discipline o�enses will be documented and handled by the classroom teacher. One copy of
the referral will be sent home to be signed by the parent and another copy will be retained by the
teacher. In addition, phone calls/emails to parents by the person who wrote the minor will be
conducted.

●Major discipline o�enses will be documented by the teacher and handled by the principal or
assistant principal. Parents will be contacted, one copy of the referral will be sent home to be
signed, and another copy will be retained by the teacher.

PBIS
PBIS is an approach schools can use to improve school safety and promote positive behavior. It also
helps schools decide how to respond to a child who misbehaves.

At its heart, PBIS calls on schools to teach kids about behavior, just as they would teach about any
other subject—like reading or math. PBIS recognizes that kids can only meet behavior expectations if
they know what the expectations are. A hallmark of a school using PBIS is that everyone knows what
appropriate behavior is. Throughout the school day—in class, in the hallways, at lunch, and on the
bus—kids understand what’s expected of them.

PBIS has a few important guiding principles:
● Every child can learn proper behavior.
● Stepping in early can prevent more serious behavior problems.
● Each child is unique, and schools need to provide many kinds of behavior support.
● How schools teach behavior should be based on research and science.
● Following a child’s behavioral progress is important.



● Schools must gather and use data to make decisions about behavior problems.

Keep in mind that PBIS is not a treatment or therapy. It’s a framework for teachers, administrators
and parents to follow.
It’s also important to know that when a school uses PBIS, it uses it for all students. That includes kids
with IEPs and 504 plans.

According to several studies, PBIS leads to better student behavior. In many schools that use PBIS,
students receive fewer detentions and suspensions, and get better grades. There’s also some
evidence that PBIS may lead to less bullying.

Within our PBIS, we have incorporated a reward system where students are able to earn Patriot
Bucks and exchange them for prizes in our PBIS Store

STUDENT INFORMATION
During the first week of school, your child’s teacher will be sending home an information form for you
to complete. This information is kept in the school o�ce in case you need to be contacted. Again,
please be sure that all telephone numbers and addresses are accurate, and clearly written.
Remember to put the name and telephone number of a person(s) who can be contacted in case you
cannot be reached. Please notify the school if you change addresses or telephone numbers during
the year. It is very important that our records are kept up to date. Be sure each person listed for
emergency contacts are people that are authorized to pick up your child.

STUDENT SERVICES
Guidance and mental health counseling are available to all students. The Resource, Gifted and
Talented, and Speech- Language teachers provide instruction for certified students in Exceptional
Children’s programs. The multidisciplinary team also provides assessments of students to address
individual academic, speech-language, behavioral, and social/emotional concerns. Limited English
Proficient students are served through Independence’s English as a Second Language program.
Administrators, teachers, and parents routinely meet with this team to address individual student’s
performance and needs. If you need to discuss a concern, our team is ready to help.

TELEPHONES
School telephones are business phones and student use is restricted to calls of an urgent nature.
Forgetting a permission slip, a book bag, or homework are not emergencies. Students must make
arrangements to stay after school or go home with friends before arriving at school. The o�ce sta�
may take messages for students when it is essential for a student to receive information. Cell phones
are allowed, however, they must be put away during the instructional day.

TEXTBOOKS
All textbooks are loaned to students for use during the year. Textbooks are to be kept clean and
handled carefully. Names are placed in books in case they are misplaced. We charge for damaged or
lost books.



VISITORS
Parents are welcome at school any time. When parents or other visitors wish to tour the school, we
ask that you call our secretary to schedule a tour. Classroom observations are allowed. However,
please make sure to contact your child’s teacher to make sure the day and time you are coming are
suitable. Keep in mind, your visit is one of observation. While visiting, it is requested that parents do
not use classroom instructional time to engage in conversation with the teacher. Additionally, please
refer to the following board policies regarding classroom observations:
●Parents/guardians may either visit their student’s classroom at the teacher’s or school’s invitation
or make a request to the principal to have a formal observation scheduled.

●Classroom visits and/or conferences by parent/guardian must be arranged in advance. Classroom
visits are at the discretion of the principal.

●The building administrator or designee may remain with the parent/guardian during a classroom
observation, and the administration may conduct a post observation conference with the
parent/guardian.administration may conduct a post observation conference with the
parent/guardian.

●Classroom visits and conferences must be conducted in such a manner that the visits and/or
conferences do not interfere with the classroom activities of any student in the class. Principals
retain the authority to deny access to the school for any individual who has or may disrupt or
disturb the learning environment.

●Classroom observations should be scheduled for no longer than 45 minutes to an hour.
We value teaching and learning time at our school. We hope parents will come frequently for lunch.
All visitors are to sign-in and to wear a visitor’s badge during the visit.

VOLUNTEERS
Rock Hill School District requires anyone who is volunteering in our schools to be an approved
volunteer. To complete an application for this, please click on the link below and follow all of the steps
on the application. When you complete the application, your information will go directly to the
Background Investigations Bureau (BIB).

Please check the email account that you entered on your Volunteer Application during the approval
process and BIB will keep you updated on the progress of your application. This process takes from 2
business days to 10 business days. If you don't immediately see an email, please check your spam or
junk folder.

You will receive an email from BIB giving you the outcome of your application. If you are approved as
a volunteer, they will send you a Volunteer card in the mail to the address you listed in your
application within 2 weeks. Once you receive this card, take it with you to the school and the school
personnel will enter you into their Check In system as a volunteer. If you are not approved as a
volunteer, BIB will send you a letter in the mail giving you specific instructions on following up with
them regarding your application.

Volunteers must reapply every 2 years. BIB will send you a reminder to reapply 6-8 weeks before your
Volunteer status is set to expire. They will send this reminder to the email you listed on your
application. If you have any questions about your volunteer status, please contact your child's school.
Please make sure you begin this process early in the school year. We are not able to expedite any
applications.
http://bib.com/SecureVolunteer/Rock-Hill-School-District

http://bib.com/SecureVolunteer/Rock-Hill-School-District/






















TITLE I
Parents’ Right to Know: A school that receives Title I funds must provide each individual parent a timely notice
that the parent's child has been assigned, or has been taught for four or more consecutive weeks by, a
teacher who is not highly qualified.



















Thank you for accessing your Parent/Student Handbook. Please verify in the Parent Portal by
completing the eCollect Handbook Verification in Form that you have read and understand
student expectations.


